
Watona Park Master Plan
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Updated as of October 28th, 2024

Park Closures and Public Access
What is the status of closures at Watona Park?
The park was closed following significant flood damage in June 2024. After assessing the
damage, it was determined that several structures required demolition for safety, which
extended the closure period. The park is now open, but the golf course remains closed.

When is the golf course expected to reopen?
While we don't have a definite timeline yet, we are aiming to reopen the golf course by spring,
pending completion of demolition and repairs.

Park Amenities and Facilities
Which park amenities were affected by the flood, and what will happen to them?
       - Clubhouse and Tan Shelter: Both will be demolished due to significant damage.  
       - Playground Equipment: Will stay in place until a new playground is ready to be installed.  
       - Stone Shelter: Remained unaffected and will be available for rent once park reopens
       - Baseball Fields and Golf Course: Both were damaged, but the baseball association has
invested in field repairs, and City staff have worked hard to restore the golf course greens.

How will the golf course operate without a clubhouse?  
A new clubhouse is in the planning stages. Meanwhile, next season’s golf operations will run
out of the white building and a conex box.

Redevelopment Timelines
When will the redevelopment of Watona Park be completed?
A full redevelopment timeline is still being finalized as we await information from FEMA and
other stakeholders. Updates will be shared as more details are confirmed.

How will the redevelopment process be phased?  
The redevelopment is expected to proceed in phases based on available funding and
community partnerships. Updates will be shared as more details are confirmed.
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Funding and Grants
What funding opportunities are being explored for Watona Park’s redevelopment?
The City is investigating several grant opportunities, including a DNR Outdoor Recreation grant,
to support the park's redevelopment. We’re focused on maximizing external funding sources
to limit the burden on local taxpayers. Stay tuned for updates on the DNR Outdoor Recreation
grant proposal early next year.

Is local funding being used for the park’s redevelopment? 
In addition to grants, the City is exploring partnerships, sponsorships, and other creative
funding solutions to minimize the impact on local resources. Ensuring a balanced approach to
funding is a top priority as we move forward.

Community Involvement and Additional Information
What features are being considered in the redevelopment to prevent future flood damage? 
The Watona Park redevelopment focuses on reducing the impact of future flooding by placing
new amenities at the north end of the park, outside the floodplain, to minimize flood-related
damage. Additionally, the City is working with external agencies to develop plans for floodplain
areas within the park. These plans aim to use the land to both mitigate flooding and create
recreational spaces that can withstand flood conditions.

How can community members share input on the redevelopment plan? 
The City values public input and will hold regular updates on the redevelopment plan as the
planning process continues. Residents are encouraged to attend public workshops to stay up
to date. Residents can also submit feedback by email to Celia Simpson at
celia.simpson@madeliamn.com.

Where can I find more information about Watona Park’s redevelopment?  
Visit the Watona Park Master Plan page (https://www.madeliamn.com/watona-park-master-
plan/) on the City of Madelia website for updates. You can also sign up for email notifications
on the Watona Park Master Plan webpage or reach out directly to Celia Simpson at
celia.simpson@madeliamn.com.
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